
Interesting Case Conference 



Pleural Fluid 

78 year old man with progressive shortness of breath. 
Large right pleural effusion. 

Never smoker. 
History of asbestos exposure in his 60’s. 
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Clinical Recommendations 

• Pleurectomy 

• Radiology - No discrete pleural nodules or 
masses are identified. There is a small calcified 
plaque in the right anterior pleura. 



Operative Findings 

• Complete encasement of the right lung with 
tumor. 

• Procedure:  Right pleurectomy and 
decortication with right lower lobe wedge 
resection 



Final diagnosis 

• Epithelioid mesothelioma. 



Surgical Pathology Immunophenotyping 
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Hasteh et. al 

Stain Reactive mesothelium Mesothelioma 

Desmin 84% + 6% + 

EMA 9% + 100% + 

GLUT-1 12% + 47% + 

p53 (strong) 2% 47% 

Ki-67 (>40%) 9% 16% 

EMA+/Desmin- 2% 98% 

EMA-/Desmin+ 86% 0% 

No report of desmin negative and EMA negative cases 




