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[bookmark: _GoBack]Purpose
To establish a procedure on how to process a lymph node for lymphoma workup.
	
Materials
· One (1) medium plastic vial containing RPMI media
· One (1) conical glass tube containing cytogenetics media
· One (1) medium plastic vial containing cytogenetics media for possible chromosome microarray analysis
· Up to 6 small plastic vials to snap freeze tissue in for molecular studies
· Six (6) microscope slides hand labeled with the following information: accession number, patient name, and part number. In addition, 3 of the slides will be labeled with “Air” and 3 with “Alc”.
· One (1) container filled with 10% acetic zinc formalin (AZF)
· One (1) staining jar containing 100% ethyl alcohol
· One (1) dewar containing liquid nitrogen
· One (1) extra-long forceps for removing small plastic vials containing tissue from liquid nitrogen
· Additional requisition and specimen labels
· Up to 3 copies of the surgical pathology requisition
· Up to 2 cytogenetics requisitions and 1 flow cytometry requisition
· Up to 3 small biohazard specimen bags for transporting tissue samples
Procedure
1. Take photographs of the external lymph node.
2. Measure the lymph node in 3 dimensions.
3. Section the lymph node parallel to the long axis at 2-3 mm intervals.
4. Take photographs of the cut surfaces.
5. Using the hand-labeled microscope slides, make touch imprints from one of the slices, fixing the slides labeled “Alc” in 100% ethyl alcohol for 5-10 minutes and letting the slides labeled “Air” air dry.
6. Place one of the slices in AZF for at least 2 hours prior to submitting.
7. Submit a sample of the lymph node in RPMI media for flow cytometry.
8. Submit 2 separate samples of the lymph node in cytogenetics media; 1 for cytogenetics and 1 for chromosome microarray analysis. 
9. Depending on the amount of tissue left, snap freeze between 1 and 6 samples of the lymph node in liquid nitrogen for molecular studies. Log into PTP book and place in -80 freezer in the lymph node box.
10. Allow the remaining tissue to fix in formalin for at least 2 hours before submitting in cassettes for routine histology sections.
11. Place touch imprint slides in file area next to requisitions.
12. Put the sample for flow cytometry in a small biohazard specimen bag, along with a copy of the surgical pathology requisition in the refrigerator in the red bin labeled “Specimen Pickup”. Make sure to write “flow cytometry” on bag with marker.
13. Put the sample for cytogenetics in a small biohazard specimen bag, along with a copy of the surgical pathology requisition and a completed cytogenetics requisition, and place in the refrigerator in the red bin labeled “Specimen Pickup”. Make sure to write “cytogenetics” on bag with marker.
14. Place microarray in refrigerator and log into sheet (located on door of fridge). Send or discard microarray only after case has been evaluated by pathologist. Note: Microarray is only sent immediately up front if a frozen on the lymph node has been performed to confirm lesional tissue. If tissue is being sent, follow same procedure as above for 13.
Sample Dictation
A. “left neck lymph node” Received fresh for lymphoma workup is a 3.2 x 2.3 x 2.3-cm lymph node with a scant amount of attached adipose tissue. sectioned parallel to the long axis to reveal tan-pink, fleshy cut surfaces. Photographs are taken for reference. Touch imprints are made. Samples are submitted for flow cytometry, cytogenetics, and cytogenetics microarray. Four samples are snap frozen in liquid nitrogen and placed on hold in the -80°F freezer for molecular studies.
Cassette summary:
A-1. One representative section of lymph node (1 ss after fixation in AZF)
A-2. One representative section of lymph node (1 ss)








Sample Photographs
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